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Winter Camp 2013
February 1-3  |  Madison Kemrite along with 
the LBC Student Ministries headed out to 
Camp Tejas, Giddings, TX for another life-
changing weekend with special guest, 
Austin Duncan. This year’s topic was 
focused on the Church and what God’s 
word has to say about the Bride of Christ. March - April 2013



A GODLY 
RESPONSE TO 
LIFE’S TRIALS
by Ken Ramey              
Pastor-Teacher

What a difference a day can make. Any of 
us could wake up on any given morning and 
by the time the day is over something 
unforeseen happens that alters our life 
forever.
No one understood this reality more than 
Job. One morning this godly  man rose early 
to worship the Lord and intercede for the 
spiritual well-being of his ten children just 
like he did every morning. But by the end of 
the day, all of his children were dead, all his 
flocks were stolen by raiders, all his 
possessions were destroyed by fire, and his 
entire body was covered with painful boils. 
Job lost more in a day than most of us will 
lose in a lifetime. The only thing he didn’t 
lose was his wife, and based on the counsel 
she gave him to just curse God and die, he 
probably wished he had lost her too! But 
instead of cursing God, Job chose to bless 
God for all the bad things that happened to 
him. His initial response to his unspeakable 
tragedy was “Naked I came from my 
mother’s  womb, and naked I shall return 
there. The Lord gave and the Lord has  taken 
away. Blessed be the name of the 
Lord” (Job. 1:21).  He later exhorted his wife, 
“Shall we indeed accept good from God and 
not accept adversity” (Job 2:10).
Job’s friends, while well-intentioned, weren’t 
much help to him either. Their compassion 
and comfort were short-lived, and after 
sitting in silence with him for seven days, 
they began to counsel Job about the cause 
of his suffering  which put him on the 
defensive.  For 35 chapters they debated the 
question, “Why do people suffer?” Finally, 
God had enough of the i r ignorant 
discussion and He arrived in a whirlwind 

and interrupted Job and his friends. He 
never addressed the reason for Job’s 
suffering.  He simply redirected the 
conversation to Job’s response to suffering.  
Through a series of rhetorical questions and 
powerful descriptions of God’s sovereignty 
in creating the world, God essentially asked 
Job, “Who do you think you are to question 
me or try to understand my grand design in 
your suffering?” Job immediately humbled 
himself and repented. Through it all, Job 
learned a valuable lesson about suffering 
that every one of us needs to learn. When 
faced with trials, rather than focusing on the 
reason for the trial, we need to focus on our 
response to the trial. Instead of trying  to 
figure out why we are suffering, we need to 
learn to trust God that He is sovereignly, 
wisely, and lovingly working out all the 
circumstances of our lives for His glory and 
for our good.
In his helpful book,  Trusting God, Jerry 
Bridges writes the following: 

Al l people-bel ievers as wel l as 
unbe l ievers-exper ience anx ie ty, 
f r u s t r a t i o n ,  h e a r t a c h e a n d 
disappointment. Some suffer intense 
phys ica l pa in and catast roph ic 
tragedies. But that which should 
distinguish the suffering of believers 
from unbelievers is the confidence that 
our suffering is under the control of an 
all-powerful and all-loving God; our 
suffering  has meaning  and purpose in 
God’s eternal plan…He always has a 
purpose for the grief He brings or allows 
to come into our lives. Most often we 
do not know what that purpose is, but it 
is enough to know that His infinite 
w isdom and per fec t love have 
determined that the particular sorrow is 
best for us. God never wastes pain. He 
always uses it to accomplish His 
purpose. And His purpose is for His 
glory and our good. Therefore, we can 
trust Him when our hearts are aching or 
our bodies are racked with pain.

God’s purpose and plan for our lives are 
frequently beyond our ability to understand.  
Little did Job know that behind the scenes 
God was teaching Satan a much-needed 
lesson; that when a true believer faces trials 
they respond with persevering  faith. The real 
question regarding Job is not “why did Job 
suffer” but “why did Job worship God.”  

Satan questioned the genuineness of Job’s 
relationship with God. He assumed the only 
reason why Job worshipped God was 
because God had blessed Him so much. So 
in order to prove the genuineness of Job’s 
faith in Him, God gave Satan permission to 
do whatever he wanted to Job, except kill 
him. But even after Satan let all hell break 
loose, destroying  every aspect of Job’s life, 
Job continued to worship God. He 
understood that adversity was a normal, 
natural part of life. He said, “Man  is  born for 
adversity;  as  sparks  fly upward” (Job 5:7). 
He understood life is “short-lived and full of 
turmoil” (Job 14:1). But in spite of the 
adversity he faced, he expressed his 
unconditional commitment to God with 
these words, “Though  He slay me, I will 
hope in Him” (Job 13:15).  

The bottom line of the story of Job is this: 
the way Job responded to trials  in his life 
proved to Satan the genuineness of his 
relationship with God. This same principle 
applies to you and me. How we respond to 
trials in our lives is one of the greatest tests 
of the genuineness of our relationship with 
God. Our response to life’s trials proves 
whether our faith is genuine or counterfeit; 
real or fake.  

That’s what James was getting at in the 
opening verses of his letter to Jewish 
believers who had been scattered all over 
the world as a result of persecution. They 
were being persecuted by the Gentiles for 
being Jews and they were being  persecuted 
by the Jews for being Christians. They were 
surrounded by trials on all sides; they were 
coming  at them from all directions. In the 
midst of this distressing  situation, James 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCE  
Worship The Ultimate Priority! by John MacArthur

Worship is so much more than what is sung or played in church on Sunday 
morning. John MacArthur takes you step by step in a discovery of who and 
how to worship. From the existence of God and His attributes, to instruction 
on the right and wrong ways to worship God, MacArthur never strays from 
teaching and explaining what the Bible says. This book makes it Biblically 
clear that worship is all about how we prioritize and live our daily lives to honor 
and glorify God. Make worship your ultimate priority!
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instructed them how to properly respond to 
the trials they faced. He wrote,  “Consider it 
all joy, my brethren, when you encounter 
various  trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces  endurance. And let 
endurance have its  perfect result, so that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing” (James 1:2-4).   
Trials are a normal, natural part of life.  They 
are unavoidable. It is impossible to escape 
them. So we shouldn’t be surprised when 
trials come, we should expect them to 
come;  especially if we are a Christian. And 
when they come, God expects us to 
respond with a joyful attitude that is based 
on a deep-down sense of peace and 
confidence that God is in perfect control of 
everything  and no matter how bad things 
may seem, we know He is using them to 
glorify Himself and to conform us to the 
image of His Son (cf.  Rom. 8:28-29). God’s 
ultimate goal for every Christian is to make 
us like Jesus Christ and trials are His 
primary means of accomplishing that goal. 
We will never fully develop into who God 
wants us to be unless we go through trials.
There are few things as fascinating  in nature 
as a butterfly emerging from its cocoon.  
When you were a child, I’m sure that many 
of you, like me, found a cocoon and placed 
it in a jar and watched with wonder as this 
amazing  event unfolded. The story is told of 
a y o u n g b o y w h o w i t n e s s e d t h i s 
transformation.  When the butterfly started to 
break out of his cocoon, the boy noticed 
how hard it had to struggle to free itself.  The 
process was very slow. In an effort to help, 
he reached down and widened the opening 
of the cocoon. Soon the butterfly emerged 
but its wings were all crumpled and 
shriveled. Something was wrong. The 
butterfly, which should have spread its 
wings and flown away, could only helplessly 
crawl around on the ground because its 

wings never fully  developed. What the boy 
had not realized was that the struggle to get 
out of the cocoon was essential for the 
butterfly’s muscle system to develop. In a 
misguided effort to relieve the God-designed 
struggle, he had crippled the butterfly from 
ever becoming the beautiful creature God 
created it to be.
The trials of life are much like the cocoon of 
the butterfly. God uses the struggles that we 
go through to develop our spiritual “muscle 
system.” Adversity is essential to our growth 
as Christians. But when we face adversity, 
like that boy who was unaware of the 
necessity of the struggle, we want God to 
relieve us from it; to make life easier for us.  
Yet God in His wisdom knows that to 
remove adversity from our lives would 
cripple us and keep our spiritual character 
from being fully developed. So He wisely 
and lovingly uses adversity to strengthen us 
and ultimately transform us into the beautiful 
image of Jesus Christ.

BEING RICH
IN MERCY
by Adam Tyson              
Associate Pastor | 
Student Ministries & Outreach

Have you ever felt condemned?  Have you 
ever tried to run from your guilt but you 
simply  could not escape it?  Have you ever 
dwelt on something you did in your past that 
made you feel so low that you almost 
slipped into a state of depression? I have. 
And if you are honest with yourself you will 
admit to experiencing at least some of these 
feelings. 
I have good news for you today! While you 
were dead in your trespasses and your sins, 
whi le i t ’s t rue you were a son of 

disobedience, while you once lived in the 
passions of your flesh—God made you alive 
together with Christ (Eph. 2:1-5). In this 
incredible passage about our conversion we 
r e a d a t r u t h t h a t p u t s o u r p a s t 
condemnation in its proper place, “But God, 
being rich in mercy...” (v. 4). God is rich in 
mercy! Think about it. It is not a strain for 
God to forgive you because He is rich in 
mercy. It is not a strain for a rich person to 
give a poor person $100 because they are 
rich. God does not have to dig deep to 
forgive. He forgives effortlessly. In one sense 
it cost God the death of His Son, but in 
another sense He freely forgives all who 
come to Him in faith.
God is rich in  mercy to forgive you of every 
sin you have every committed or will commit 
for the rest of your life. God is rich in mercy 
to forgive every sin of every believer on the 
planet without fail. God is rich in mercy to 
forgive every person who has ever trusted in 
Him from the past generations, present 
generation, and future generations! 
Are you feeling  poor about yourself, your sin, 
and your guilt? Come to God today who is 
rich  in  mercy. Take your eyes off your sin 
and place them on His sacrifice—Jesus 
Christ who is the means of God’s riches  in 
mercy. Your sins, through repentance and 
faith in the  Lord Jesus Christ are thrown as 
far as the East is from the West (Ps. 103:12). 
Though your sins are crimson like scarlet, 
He makes them white as snow (Isa. 1:18). 1 
John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Next time you feel condemned remember 
the riches  of God’s  mercy. Next time you 
feel guilt make sure you confess your sin 
and look to the riches  of Christ. Next time 
your sinful past emerges, eliminate the 
thought by focusing on God who is rich in 
mercy.
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MARCH 23MARCH 17

Baptism Service & Fellowship Supper
Time: 5:00pm
Location: La Torretta Resort & Spa
Details: Plan on bringing your own lawn chair. Supper will be 
catered and served back at Lakeside after the service.

MARCH 31MARCH 29

Good Friday Communion Service
Time: 7:00pm
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Details:  Nursery & Toddler Care Provided

Resurrection Sunday
Service Times: 8:30am & 10:30am
Location: Lakeside Bible Church

Time: 8:00-10:00am
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Cost: $5
Special Guest: Pat Abendroth



Time: 8:00am Registration  |  9:00am Shotgun Start
Location: Walden Golf Course
Details:  Register online at www.LakesideBibleChurch.org

Good News Club Begins
Time: Every Tuesday 3:20-5:15pm
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Details:  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Mike 
Goins at (936) 582-4609.
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Weekly Schedule
  
  ● SUNDAY

 	 8:00am	 Worship Service
 	 9:30am	 Equipping Hour
 	 10:45am	 Worship Service
 	 6:00pm	 College Bible Study

  ● MONDAY (every other)
 	 7:00pm	 Women of Excellence Bible Study

  ● TUESDAY (every other)
 	 9:30am	 Women of Excellence Bible Study

  ● WEDNESDAY
 	 6:30pm	 Nursery/Toddler Care
                    	 WOL Club 		 (Pre-K to 6th Grade)
	 	 220	 	 (Grades 7th-12th)
	 	 The Bridge 	 (Adults)

For information on upcoming events visit us at

www.LakesideBibleChurch.org

Sp!ng Retreat

APRIL 2 APRIL 8

APRIL 12-13

Cost: $20
Special Guest: Marlean Felix
Details:  Register online at www.LakesideBibleChurch.org

APRIL 20

Student Ministries Garage Sale
Time: 8:00am-Noon
Location: Lakeside Bible Church
Details:  If you would like to donate or help, please contact Adam 
Tyson or the Church Office at (936) 582-1977.
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